
Source Usefulness Green Pen 

‘Study Sources A and B. How useful are Sources A and B for an enquiry into Life in the Trenches. (8 Marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source A 

Wartime diary of W Heavens covering June 

1915-February 1919.   

August 1917 

12 Sun - move up into front line for two days 

13 Mon - Enemy shell hit trenches got her heavy 

carry down a stretcher case to Battalion 

headquarters at night.  

14 Tues – Bombardment in evening [-----] carry 

down stretcher case [---] handed man dies in 

dressing station battalion  [---] because just 

behind the line 

15 Wed – legs very bad got bandaged up, march 

into trenches, stay in dug out on reserve trench 

16 Th - [---] make attach and succeed move into 

support line. Heavy shelling all along line move 

up into captured front line to repair 

17 Fri – [-] forty still and out of sight forty quiet 

considering plenty of enemy aircraft hover 

overhead heavy bombardment all night 

18 Sat – bombed at with right flank of French 

fair amount of shelling relieved at night [--] 

dued march to [Th-] just outside [E-}  

 Word Bank- some of these DO NOT fit anywhere: exaggerated 

 private  highlights   rat limited battalion

 bombing sad nature elephant private typical

 illustrates  Third Battle of Ypres constrained spare 

 useful  recorded sausage private sustained ate

 unemotional 1917 gassed 

 

This source is u_________ for an enquiry in understanding life in the 

trenches because it _________ life on the front line. It shows the issues 

of b______ and injuries that soldiers s_______. However, the content is 

l________ as it doesn’t focus on some aspects of life in the trenches 

such as what soldiers did in their _______ time, what they _______, 

where they slept and their relationships with men in their b________.  

 

The ______ of the source is a diary. The source is useful in understanding 

life in the trenches as it will be an ___________ ,  ________ day to day 

account and unlikely to be ___________. The source was written in 

_____ which makes the source useful as it gives us an understanding of 

what life in the trenches was like during  the _______________________ 

however, the source is also not useful as it does not give us a 

t__________ idea of what life was like in the trenches. The purpose of 

the diary would be a p_______ written account, however it’s not obvious 

if this source is a p________ account or was written for a specific 

purpose such as r_________ for his battalion.  

 

 
 

N
O

P
 

 
 

O
w

n
 K

n
o

w
le

d
ge

 
C

o
n

te
n

t 



Source Usefulness Green Pen 

‘Study Sources A and B. How useful are Sources A and B for an enquiry into Life in the Trenches. (8 Marks) 

 Source B  

Letters from Private A Tattersall to his parents 

across June 1915 to July 1916 

 My dear Mother and Father,  

 Well you will know by now that we are 

again our bit in the line.  

 We are having some cold weather just 

now and the ground is in a very sloppy state.  

 [--] are not very far from the enemies 

and in places can hear them doing work in the 

trenches. There are a lot of snipers in this part 

of [-] there is no danger fs you keep your head 

below the parapet. The Oldhams (24th) are in at 

present and they have lost a few men, killed and 

wounded.  

 The worst thing about these trenches is 

that we are always liable to bombing attacks, 

the reason for that being the trenches are so 

close. There is a lot of mining sound here, And [-

] in reserve find parties to work them it is a bit 

of an experience going to work in one of these.  

 

Complete a paragraph for Source B. You may use the words in the word 

bank to help you.  

 Word Bank- some of these WON’T work in your answer- 

Useful accurate power edited limited informal

 informative  comprehensive source dog nature

 origin  established typical purpose epilogue  
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